It was all

thanks to
Roger my
eyes were
opened to

island gems

TheGreat
Escape

Wo headed for the biggest "treas-
ure chest” in the centre and north
whete craggy aks are inter-
spersed with forests and meadows,
awesome volcanic cra-

tors  and  mavines
Some mountains

stretch to the

s,mm sea, but most
descend togreen
slopes and verdant
T DION'T take long for a valleys where farm-
former Birmingham ors Zrow every-
maths teacher to thing from
give me the right avacados and
equation to help bananas, 1o
make a holl almonds,
spring to life. plums, pears,
Roger Bradley, pic- papayas, man-
tured, ond his wife $o0s and coffeo
Eileen settled in Cran - and lots more
Canaria in 1995 but it besides
was oanly five years ago With Roger,
that be took up walk- 60, at the
ing. wheel of his
Since thea, he has 4x4, wo zig-
become a  sure-footed Zzagged

expert and has published through dint

a book of what be regards tracks  and
as the island’s best walks, along roads
all fully itinerised with precipi-

Taking parties of walk- tous  drops,
ers on hikes that can last whero white-
as long as nine bours has washed  vil-
become a way for life for lages clung to

him. mountain

And t's all thanks to sides. The
Roger -~ now known CIagRy ‘won-
locally as Roger the Rambler, derland’ was a joy to

- that the real beauty of Gran
Canaria opened up to me
during a remarkable nine-
hoar tour of places that
most tourists would not
take the time or trouble to

soe. At ohe stage, |
wroogly thought the
best of it was behind
us, but Roger quickly
put me right

“Everything upto now

“hee-been greet, -dut .

SOenec: It's edsy 10 306 why Roger Bradicy left hes Me in Brmangham 10¢ the Lnier ol
was just the Bamovie. Now we're
going into the best of it,” be said,
And o it proved

In the next few bours, | gazed In
awe at pinnacles such as the 5914t
high Roque Nueblo (Rock in the
Cloud), and the amazing 4632 ft
high Roque Bentayga

It was a last place of refuge for the
Guanches, the island's original

equipped with solar panel beating
and all mod cons.

We rounded off the day at the
Guinegueda restaurant , inthe vil-
lage of Utiaca, where we e minl
black puddings coated in a monds,
complete with Caparian ‘winkjed’
potatoes covered In “mojo phcon’, a
spicy paprika sauce. With bur cof.
foes, the bill came to jut 10.70

inhabitants, before they were euros. What a bargain!
wiped out by the invading Spanish 1 was so thrilled with Rogw's tour
conquistadors. that, next day, | jumpel oo a

Roger’s favourite place Is Arte-
nars, where restaurants and coffee
bars line a ‘balcony” facing superd
mountain views. At 4167 feet, it is
the highest located village on the
island and the centre of a cave
dwelling culture dating back to the
Guanches.

Many of the caves aro still inhab-

Number 18 bus from near air botel
and did a similar 80-0dd kiometre
route, ending at the island'svibrant
and historic capital, Las Pamas

In parts, the journey wasakin to
being on a roller coaster, md dofi-
nitely not for the faint beartrd. But
for just over 17 euros, incluling the
ride from Las Palmas 10 a s0p near

“Wod, - with «some - of-thea fully « 40 iy hotel, Wb was yetanother

s of Gran Canara with sceneey e tha

oxample of terrific value for mooey.
The different climates and variety of
landscapos make Gran Canaria some-
thing of a minkcontinent which s
protected by UNESCO as a blosphere
reserve

In parts, its barren terrain give it a
Wild West "dry gulch® feel. But when
my odyssey finally came to an end, my
overwhelming feeling was that the
island is a place of spectacular beauty,
boasting a rich calture,

My wife and I stayed at the Hotel Riu
Palace Maspalomas on the islands
south-cast coast, the main centre tour-
ixm, which enjoys the best of an excel-
lent climate.

Bullt in Colonlal style, and set amid
lush gardens and palm trees, the
3458-ro0m hotel oozes style and excel-
lence.

Wo enjoyed kindness a

may
ol oy ﬁ,-ﬂ"ﬂ"‘“\wﬁ

was excoptional.
couldnt find a fault.
The hotel also boasts a

In all honesty, we

tacular
Jocation oa the of the famous
Maspalomas sand dunes, another of
the island’s natural wonders. Access
10 the dunes, a specially cd.d

area, is limited to pvo{l:‘
might expect in a Sa a-cl,io mi-
ronment - camels.

We later took less demanding bus
journeys to check out resorts near to
ours, Arn from busy, cosmopolitan
Playa del Ingles, we saw San Agustin,
recowned for its crystal clear waters,
Playa Meloneras, and Puerto Rico,
which is popular with families.

Our favourite was the small, but per-
fectly formed Puerto Mogan where
lovely narrow streets, garlanded with
exotic bougainvillea, lead to tho banks
ol capals linked by \mo(ur 41 lo

bridges, ft-was & shéer

more nmumvbmoﬂoun
vk

would caution against golng on mar-
ket day. We found it extremely busy
and difficult 10 get transport back 1o
our hotel. Queues are so disorganised
and baphazard that we saw boliday-
makers, some of them very eldecly,
tussling and arguing as they tried 10
take their seats.

1 doubted that fow of thewm would
ever dream of Jeaving the bars,
sunbeds or shops, for a trip into the
wilds, a fact that Roger also laments.

He says: "It does make me sad that a
lot of people spend two weoks around
a {ool and thea say they don't like the
island.”

That's why his book is aptly titled
"Don’t leave Gran Canaria without see-
ing iv”

B You could visit his website, www.
ramblingroger.com to see many

AR

»

e

*" " ’

w,»“

g




